
  

 

PRESS RELEASE       Brussels, 26 April 2018 

EU Communication on Digital Transformation of Health and Care  
in the Digital Single Market  

Health digitalization: the promise of a healthier Europe? 

With the objective of rethinking our health and care systems to address the many challenges 

ahead, the European Commission launched yesterday a communication on digital 

transformation of health. According to the proposal, the digitalization of health will have a 

major positive impact on everyone’s ability to live in good health provided action is taken in 

three areas: citizens' secure access to and sharing of health data across borders; better data 

to advance research, disease prevention and personalised health and care; digital tools for 

citizen empowerment and person-centred care.  

“We have not yet had time to analyse the proposal in details but as a starting point, it 

should be reminded that universal access to healthcare means that everyone should be 

given equal access to the benefits of greater and better coordinated digital transformation 

of health across the EU”, stresses Anne-Sophie Parent, Secretary-General of AGE Platform 

Europe. “This remains one of the major challenges of digitalization, but the first 

requirement to be met if we want to avoid further increasing health inequalities in 

Europe”. 

“Health is an area where great improvements can be achieved thanks to new technologies, 

but this must go in hand with improved human-based patient-centered approaches and 

optimized data protection to avoid abuse and discrimination”, concludes Parent.  “We will 

now analyse the proposal with our members and experts and will react soon to its main 

proposals from the perspective of older citizens”.   

- - - - - 

Useful links: 

 Transformation of Health and Care in the Digital Single Market: 
https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-market/en/european-policy-ehealth   

 AGE reply to EU consultation on digital health: http://www.age-platform.eu/policy-
work/news/age-replies-eu-consultation-digital-health  

  

https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-market/en/news/communication-enabling-digital-transformation-health-and-care-digital-single-market-empowering
https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-market/en/european-policy-ehealth
http://www.age-platform.eu/policy-work/news/age-replies-eu-consultation-digital-health
http://www.age-platform.eu/policy-work/news/age-replies-eu-consultation-digital-health


 AGE Special Briefing on eHealth: http://www.age-platform.eu/special-

briefing/ehealth-solution-sustainable-public-health-europe  

 

Note to the editor 

About AGE Platform Europe:  

AGE is a European network of organisations of and for people aged 50+ aiming to voice 

and promote the interests of the 190 million citizens aged 50+ in the European Union 

and to raise awareness of the issues that concern them most. www.age-platform.eu  

 

For more information, please contact: 

Anne Mélard  
Information and Communication Officer 
anne.melard@age-platform.eu  
Tel: +32 2 280 14 70 
www.age-platform.eu  
 

 

 

AGE policy work is co-funded by the Rights, Equality and Citizenship Programme of the European Union. 
The contents of this document are the sole responsibility of AGE Platform Europe and ENNHRI and cannot 
be taken to reflect the views of the European Commission. 
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