
 

 

 

PRESS RELEASE      

Brussels. 22 February 2017 

 

European Day for Victims, 22 February 

European Day for Victims:  
Let’s not forget the victims of elder abuse!  

On the occasion of the European Day for Victims of Crime, AGE Platform 

Europe calls on European Union countries and the European Commission  to 

implement in a comprehensive and ambitious way the 2012 European Union 

Directive on Victims' Rights. In a position paper released to mark this 

day, AGE stresses the importance of using the process of implementation 

of this Directive to improve the protection of older persons who have 

suffered abuse, violence and maltreatment.  

Elder abuse is not a minor or anecdotal phenomenon, but a widespread violation of the 

human rights and dignity of older persons, especially those in situations of dependency and 

with care needs. Persistent ageist attitudes, demographic ageing and increasing financial 

pressures on care systems are very likely to make elder abuse even more prevalent in the 

near future in Europe. 

Given the very high levels of underreporting, there is an urgency to ensure that victim 

protection mechanisms can become more effective and reflect the realities faced by older 

persons who are victims of violence, abuse and exploitation. The implementation of the 

2012 Directive provides an excellent opportunity in that regard. It can serve as a new 

platform to facilitate the exchange of information and practices between victim support 

services, police and court practitioners and older persons and their organisations. 

There is a lack of awareness of the potential of the Directive among organisations of older 

persons, and the professionals responsible for supporting and protecting victims are often 

unaware of the specificities of elder abuse and how to reach out to victims. Our position 

paper stresses the need to close this gap. It also announces AGE's actions on this front, 

especially the organisation of a workshop between victim support services, organisations of 

older persons and policymakers in order to share information, discuss possibilities for 

cooperation and further explore the potential of the 2012 Directive to support and protect 

victims of elder abuse. 

 

 

http://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/just/item-detail.cfm?item_id=30153
http://ec.europa.eu/justice/criminal/victims/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/justice/criminal/victims/index_en.htm
http://www.age-platform.eu/sites/default/files/AGE%20position%20paper%20protecting%20victims%20of%20elder%20abuse.pdf
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Useful links 

 AGE Position Paper: Victims’ rights: let’s not forget the victims of elder abuse!  

 2012 European Union Directive on Victims' Rights: 

http://ec.europa.eu/justice/criminal/victims/index_en.htm  

 European Day for Victims of Crime: http://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/just/item-

detail.cfm?item_id=30153  

 

Note to the editor 

AGE Platform Europe is a European network of organisations of and for people aged 

50+ representing directly over 40 million older people in Europe. AGE aims to voice and 

promote older people’s interests in the European Union and to raise awareness of the 

issues that concern them most.  

 

For more information, please contact: 

Anne Mélard  
Information and Communication Officer 
anne.melard@age-platform.eu  
Tel: +32 2 280 14 70 
www.age-platform.eu  
Follow us on Twitter - Facebook   

 

AGE policy work is co-funded by the Rights, Equality and Citizenship Programme of the European Union. 
The contents of this document are the sole responsibility of AGE Platform Europe and can in no way be taken 
to reflect the views of the European Commission. 
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