
If you can't see this e-mail properly, view it online 

CoverAGE 
AGE Platform Europe monthly newsletter 

www.age-platform.eu  June 2016 

  

  

Special Briefing 

Urban Agenda for the EU: promoting the 'right to the city' at all ages 
According to World Health Organisation (WHO), the urban physical and 
social environments are key determinants of whether people can remain 
healthy, independent and autonomous long into their old age. Cities are 
also key actors in the provision of services that directly influence how 
active and healthy we age. In old age, people indeed require supportive 
and enabling living environments to compensate for physical and social 
changes associated with ageing. 

This is in line with what is called the "Right to the City", as described in the Global Charter 
Agenda for Human Rights in the City and which states that cities are collective places which 
belong to all its residents and which must offer the necessary conditions for a decent life from a 
social, political, cultural, economic and environmental point of view. 
Read More 
  

 AGE news 

AGE highlights structural discrimination against older people with disabilities 
On the occasion of two consultations launched by the Council of Europe and 
the UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) AGE 
Platform Europe drew attention to the discrimination of older people with 
support needs. 
Read More 

 

Give a little bit of your time for an EU research project: participate in the i-Prognosis web-
survey 

As part of the i-Prognosis project on Parkinson's Disease and new 
technologies - in which AGE Platform Europe is member of the 
consortium - an online survey has been developed in order to better 
assess the needs and expectations around the new technologies to be 
considered during the project. The questionnaire is seeking for input from 
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the wide population with a focus on people aged 50+ and on Parkinson's disease patients. 
Read More 
 
 

Applying the Right to the City to older persons: the opportunity of EU Urban Agenda 
Welcoming the signature of the Pact of Amsterdam on 30th May 2016, which will lead the way to 
the EU Urban Agenda, AGE Platform Europe has published a guide aimed at helping European 
cities to use the Urban Agenda to become more age-friendly. By giving key insights on 
challenges faced by older urban dwellers, the guide invites European Cities to take the 
opportunity offered by that important new EU initiative to design their environments in a way that 
respect residents' rights as they grow older. 
Read More 
 
 

AGE supports pro-choice campaign for paper or digital information 
AGE Platform Europe participated at a breakfast event in the European 
Parliament (EP) on 3rd May 2016, dedicated to the right to choose to 
receive important information such as bills, bank and tax statements on 
paper. The event was hosted by EP member Heinz Becker for the 
European campaign 'Keep Me Posted'. For AGE, the right to chose is 
crucial as many older internet users have not the means to buy 
equipment, are not used to use digital technologies for administrative 
matters or might want to keep a physical track record. We believe that 
receiving important information on paper is a matter for social inclusion. 
Read More 
 
 

Mobile Age project: making senior citizens benefit from open government data 
On 1st February 2016, ten European partners launched the Mobile 
Age project with the objective of developing a mobile access to public 
government services that is accessible to European senior citizens and 

designed together with senior citizens. 
Read More 
 
 

AGE speaks at high-level national event in Portugal 
AGE Vice President Ebbe Johannsen was invited to speak at the APRé! 
National Conference held in Lisbon, Portugal, on 20 May 2016, under the 
title 'The future has no age'. 
The event welcomed the participation of the President of the Portuguese 
Republic and addressed future challenges in relation to ageing, including issues 
such as pensions and social security, violence, happiness and quality of life, 
environment and the use of new technologies in health.  
Read More 
 
 

AGE highlights role of new technology in patient empowerment at EWMA conference 
Mr Božidar Voljc, AGE expert from Slovenia, was invited to represent AGE Platform Europe at 
the 26th conference of the European Wound Management Association (EWMA 2016) held in 
Bremen, Germany, on 11-13 May 2016 on the theme 'Patients - Wounds - Rights'. 
Read More 
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Urban Health Centres Europe dedicates its 4rth newsletter to poly-pharmacy 
The Urban Health Centres 2.0 (UHCE) project, in which AGE is a partner, 
has recently published its fourth newsletter, entirely dedicated to the issue 
of poly-pharmacy among older persons. It includes interviews from key 
specialists and presents the pilot sites' recent developments. As the leader 
of the project's comminication activities, AGE has been involved in drafting 
this newsletter, which you can read online here or in pdf version here. 
Read More 
 
 

Members' news 
Okra celebrates 60th anniversary 
To mark its 60th anniversary, AGE's Dutch organisation OKRA has released a 
video glancing at the political and social activities of the organisation to promote 
older people's rights and social inclusion and improve quality of life in old age in 
the Netherlands. Click here to watch the video  
 

'Is Europe doing enough for older people?' - AGE UK meeting 
The UK members of AGE Platform Europe are organising a public meeting entitled 'Is Europe 
doing enough for older people?', which will take place in London from 2 to 4 pm. Download the 
programme here (pdf) 
Read More 
 

 Other news 

Human Rights   
FRA Annual Report focuses on age discrimination 
The Fundamental Right Agency (FRA) has released its Annual Report, 
which includes an important section on age discrimination with a focus 
on older people. 
The report looks at last year's activities of the European Union and of 
EU member states to fight discrimination on the grounds of age, gender, disability, racial or 
ethnic origin and religion or belief, in particular in the field of employment. 
Read More 
 
 

Polish campaign supports new EU Convention on the rights of older persons 
On the European Day of Solidarity between Generations on 29th April 2016, the Polish 
Commissioner for Human Rights, launched the campaign For our and your old age! Let's talk 
about the Convention on the rights of older persons. 
Read More 
 
 

'Ageing Rights for Empowerment' - Conference summary 
The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Slovenia, in collaboration with Bled Strategic 
Forum, held an International Conference on Ageing under the title Ageing: Rights for 
Empowermentin Slovenia in Brdo, Slovenia, on 11 and 12 April 2016. The conference attracted a 
wide range of participants, from the region and beyond, including representatives of states, 
international organisations, legal experts and civil society. The Conference on the rights of older 
people marks the beginning of the Ministry's EU campaign #EU4HUMANRIGHTS.  
Read More 
 
 

European Commission publishes Annual Report on the application of the EU Charter of 
Fundamental Rights 
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From national implementation in EU Member States to the Charter’s legislative use in 
policymaking and in the courts, the European Commission’s Annual Report, accompanyingStaff 
Working Document and Annual Colloquium give overviews of all actions taken by the EU during 
2015 that relate to the Charter of Fundamental Rights. 
Read More 
 

 
Employment and Active Ageing  
Belgian company condemned for age discrimination in employment 
The Belgian Interfederal Centre for Equal Opportunities, Unia, 
welcomes the decision of the Court of the city of Gand (Belgium) to 
condemn a company for age discrimination following the rejection of the 
job application from a 59-year-old man on the ground of his age. The 
company, which put forward the argument that older workers have more 
difficulties to use some softwares, has been condemned to pay 25,000 euros compensation for 
damage to the victim of discrimination, and a 1,000 euros fine for any new infringement. 
Read More 
 
Healthy Ageing   
New eLearning programme for better dental care among older adults 
With current projections of people aged 65+ to make up one third of the 
EU population by 2050 and a bigger proportion of them to become 
dependent upon others for care, oral health problems of older people is 
expected to become an increasingly critical health care issue. To 
respond to this challenge Colgate has developed the interactive eLearning 
programme 'Delivering better oral health to older adults' designed especially for those who 
care for older adults on a daily basis at home or in nursing homes. 
Read More 
 
 

Sustainable development goals and gender equality: a matter for Europe 
The European confederation of family organisations, COFACE, has organised a conference on 
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in Amsterdam in April 2016. The SDGs, adopted at 
United Nations level, indicate goals and targets on social, environmental and economic issues, to 
be reached by 2030. 
Read More 
 

 
Accessibility   
Access City Award 2017: Call for applications launched! 

The Access City Award is an annual EU contest aimed to promote the 
accessibility of cities to people with disability and older people. European 
cities of more 50,000 inhabitants can submit their activities and projects 
until 8 September 2016. 
Read More 

 

EU agreement to make public sector websites more accessible 
On 3rd May 2016 the European Parliament, the Council of the EU and 
the European Commission reached an agreement on a Directive on 
web accessibility which sets up the first rules to make the websites and 
mobile applications of the public sector more accessible for people with 
functional (vision and hearing) impairments. 
Read More 
 
 

Good practices 
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'Healthy New Towns' programme promotes healthy and independent ageing in the UK 
The UK government has announced the building of 10 new 'healthy towns' designed to address 
ageing and health issues such as obesity. Those towns, which will be the 'pilot sites' of 
the Healthy New Towns programme supported by the National Health Service (NHS) in 
England, would encourage people to exercise more, eat better and live independently into old 
age. 
Read More 
 
 

Shared ecological retirement housing in France 
A group of pensioners have come together to set up the first housing 
cooperative for seniors based on democracy and ecology in Eastern 
Lyon, France. Seven years after their first discussions on the project, 
the building work has now started and should end around mid-2017. 
Read More 
 
 

Outdoor gym for older people 
Oudoor playgrounds for seniors have been developed in cities around the world to promote 
physical activities and health in old age. It also help combat loneliness and foster social 
inclusion. 
Read More 
 
 

'Papy-foot' - Intergenerational table football tournament in France 
Prior to the Euro 2016 event a table football competition is being 
organised in retirement homes by the French association Tatane. The 
teams are made up of one senior and one young person. 
Read More 
 

Intergenerational digital learning sessions in Italy 
How can we simplify our lives thanks to new ICT technology? In a few Italian 
cities, the protagonists of "Grandparents On-line, Everyone's Young at the 
Post Office" explain it to senior citizens who wish to discover who to use 
public administration services that are available via computers, tablets and 
smartphones.  
Read More 

 

 Upcoming Conferences 

Sustainable Societies: Health and Social Investment in the EU - EuroHealthNet Conference Tue Jun 07 
eHealth Week 2016 Wed Jun 08 @09:00 - 05:00PM 
Mainstreaming Palliative Care for an Age-Friendly Society - PACE-AGE joint event Wed Jun 15 
Fighting elder abuse in health and long-term care - AGE joint event Thu Jun 16 @10:00 - 04:30PM 
EAPN Annual Conference 2016: What future for the fight against poverty in Europe? Thu Jun 16 @14:00 -
05:30PM 
Launch of Pay-Able platform for accessible payment terminals Wed Jun 22 
World Congress on Active Ageing 2016 Tue Jun 28 
  

View Full Calendar 
 

 Publications 

'Know Your Rights - A guide for older people' 
The Guide provides up to date practical information on the rights of older people in Ireland on a 
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range of issues: 
Read More 
 
 

'Elder Abuse, Context and Theory - Finland, Ireland, Italy and Romania' 
This book explores the topic of elder abuse from the perspective of four countries: 
Finland, Ireland, Italy and Romania. The publication explores theories associated with elder 
abuse and how they inform policy and responses within the four countries.  
Read More 
 

 Call for proposals 

Calls for proposals are available on AGE website at: 
 

http://www.age-platform.eu/news-press/age-publications-and-other-resources/call-for-proposals  
  

  

 Did you know that...? 
 
UK study shows that loneliness may increase the risk of developing heart disease and suffering strokes... 
  

Read more 
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