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Jean-Paul Denanot opened the conference by pointing
out the importance of the ageing question and its impact
on public services both for the care of elderly people in
special facilities, and for the possibility to maintain
autonomy in their usual environment. Active ageing is a
question of territorial matter since people do not age in the
same way whether they live in city of in the countryside.
This is also an economic issue because the aim of silver

economy is to involve the elderly in the European economy.

Heinz K. Becker recalls that living until the age of 100 years will not be an exception in a
close future. The challenge of the 21st century is working longer in order to maintain the
sustainability of social protection systems and in healthy conditions. Population ageing is often
seen as a crisis threatening the economy and social security, but this is on the contrary a great



opportunity for our societies. Silver economy should be perceived as a positive aspect for
labour market and consumption. European firms should therefore create a new market
specifically dedicated to silver economy. More and more elderly people want to work but face
a lack of continuing training. It remains important to stress training policies in order to develop
potential of those generations. The awareness of an existing complementarity - and not
competition – between job and ageing workers is a necessity. A certain flexibility in work
methods and carriers and pensions’ models is compulsory because a paradigm change must
occur in health care system in order to consider prevention as a political priority.

Ettore Marchetti evoked the importance of silver
economy for the European Commission andthe
inclusion of needs of specific services for elderly
people at European scale since 2012. The Active
Ageing Index aims to measure public policies
implemented by Member-States and local authorities
trying to make elderly people independent and active.
Well aware that the European population lives longer
and in a better condition is a great opportunity, the
Commission launched programs such as the European Innovation Partnership on Active and
Healthy Ageing or the Senior Tourism Initiative. Thanks to Eurostat data, the Commission
found out that needs differ between age groups, but also that an enormous gap between genders
remains since pensions are different between men and women. A special support must be given
towards elderly women. Living longer and in better conditions implies the recognition of new
rights for elderly people.

Hélène Pauliat added that trying to define silver economy leads to a collective question on the
impact of this recent demographical phenomenon on our societies and its political, economic
and social organisations. An offer on services dedicated to elderly people everywhere in Europe
must be developed, especially for rural areas. Silver economy is a public policy that must be a
global and coherent policy, both on health care issue but also mobility and housing. The
question of rights in personal privacy area is as important as the one on publics services used
for answering those challenging. It remains necessary to take into account the double dynamic
of seniors between the implementation of public services for those who work for seniors and
seniors who actually work. The place taken by public services in the silver economy is
correlated to the acceptance by public authorities of the idea of social services of general
interest for elderly people.

Elisabetta Zanon proved that health care costs clearly increase starting from the age of 50
years old. It is a paramount importance to create an integrated social protection system that
takes into account the differentiated needs correlated to age. She also insisted on the ageing of
health care professionals which should not be seen as a constraint but rather as a strength
according to experience, know-how and stress resistance gained by those professionals during
their carriers. Social partners’ role is crucial in the constitution of silver economy conceived as
trans-sectorial at European level. The NHS has created innovation exchange networks like the
Small Business Research Initiative in order to share best practices in the context of the
implementation of the European Innovation Partnership on Active and Healthy Ageing.

According to Nick Guldemond, the biggest challenge linked to the implementation of the
silver economy is the shift from an institutional recognition to a new social paradigm.



Henceforth the issue is to gain both a preventive approach in the way of thinking elderly people
needs and an inclusive approach that takes into account all activities in society. Even if a lot
needs to be done in order to achieve this new paradigm, the European Innovation Partnership
on Active and Healthy Ageing already showed its efficiency through the 1000 organisations
(ministries, regions, universities, firms) network taking part of this partnership. The successul
core of this initiative remains the interoperability needed for easing cooperation.

During the debate the audience pointed out that the European Commission should play a role
of instigator and facilitator in order to favour solutions and innovations at local, regional and
national level in field of silver economy. Among these initiatives, aiming to promote at
European level those local example, can be cited the Silver Economy Awards organised by
AGE Platform which congratulates digital innovation in the context of silver economy.

Lambert van Nistelrooij concluded by showing
territorial differences between urban and rural areas and
between Eastern and Western Europe. In order to keep a
united Europe, it is a necessity to give fiscal capacities
to regions for the development of the silver economy.


